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FRANK PETERSON DROVE THIS 1969 OLDSMOBILE TORONADO TO VICTORY
AT THE 1970 PIKES PEAK HILLCLIMB, AND HE OWNS THE CAR STILL
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TAKE A METAPHORICAL DRILLBIT AND BORE A HOLE THROUGH THE HARD SHELL OF
WORK-A-DAY DRUDGERY AND INTO THE 5OFT INNER DAYDREAMS OF THE AVERAGE
GEARHEAD, AND YOU’'LL PROBABLY UNCOVER A PIKES PEAK HILLCLIMB FANTASY.

You know, the one where you're
miscling a S00-Rorsepower Deast
sround gravel-covared curves, up and
LI T LT, fo guardrails, alwins at
tina limifts of contral, with a trophy waiting
A1 the fop with your rame on it

For most gasrheads, to experiance
il evan once in the mal woarld would
b the butt-puckesing thrll of a letima
Mow imagine doing it nnuathy for 31
yoars, and vou have aninsight mio Frank
Peterson's life.

In ang af his best years on tha
mountsin, Peterson, of Morrison,
Colorado, drove the 1969 Olasmobile
Toronado shown here to firsst placs in the
Stock Car class at the 1570 Hillslimb;
ibut that's just one chapter in the lifs of &
mart who first mced Colorado's famous
mountain in 1959, and every year
tharmsafter through 1985 Infact, he's bean
& regular a1 Pikes Peak long befors and

Hm;aﬂef those dabes. “We went to high
school together," said Frank's wifie Kaye.
“And about our first or second g s
witth hém and his folks up to Pikes Pesk,
and thal was In 1965,

“Wa've been to avery Pikes Peak
{egether since 1965, Frank sald. "Wa've
mever messed g rece.”

O of Armanica’s grent originad races,
the first Pikes Peak Hikclimb wis lagoed
m 1916, Although the course and mad
Surfacs hive undergoneg the socasionsl
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update, the basice of the "Hace to the
CAauds™ mrain enchanged, T Gourks
beginz at elightly over 3,000 feet, and the:
winchng path upothe mountam linises
the 14.110-foot summit, an siitude that
s Encabi mnggiseess ard humans gasging
far breath,

Pikes Paak is a natural destination
far Frank, who his desp family rools in
Ciolorado, and deepmots in the Colorado
racing community, Frank's patemal
grandifather firat amived in Colorado in
1897 tework in e godd and Sves mines,
“Tha rest of the clan shartly followed.

For Frank, the toh to tinker with
machinery began as & feenzger, when
his father Baught him an slectric weider,

~acetylens torchand deill press so he

could besld and repair equipment amound
tha family farm, He later used those
gkifla to open hiz own shop in 1958,
spacalizing in custom machine work,
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PIKES PEAKIS A NATURAL DESTINATION FOR FRANK, WHO HAS
DEEP FAMILY ROOTS IN COLORADO, AND DEEP ROOTS IN THE
COLORADO RACING COMMUNITY.
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wildireg and oraltng fems Such as nall
bare for race cara.

Hui also started rading, and In 1958
built his firat sports car using a 19854
Jaguar chassis, a Consedie engane and
& Bocar fibergless body. He raced at
Livekont Mourntain near Golden, at SCGA
races at Lowry AlrBese in Denver and at
Continental Divicls Raceway near Casile
Rock. Frank began his three-decede mn
at Pikes Peak in 1950, and that hand-
Bl sports car finished secand in class
in 1962,

At his shap, he also constructed
cars for other competitors, mcluding
some very high prafile ones, In 1881
Frank helped John Bandimers build &
19671 408 Chevy Stock Car that raced
gt Pikes Peak. and later helped with
tre basiel of & 1964 426 Hemi Plymaouth
Belveders, which Nick Sanborm drove
Lo wictory on the mountain n 1865, with
Frank Peterson and Frank Sanbarm as
crew chiefs. Starting im 19849, Petersan
drowve oma of the 50 AMX 53 drag cans,
owmed by Bandimare and labsled as
“Thee Frog,! at deag strips throughout
tive Mountain West

1% weaes iyt -1 BE0 thist Framk and
Kaye began a long and fruitful parmnership
with Ciclsmabile. The Torohads looked
like a matural for the mountain, with iis
grippy fromt-wheel-drive layout and
monster motor. "When Cidamaobile
started the Toronado in 'G5 they wene
doing e plot cars and eerything for i,
=nd they got Booby Unsar to dive one at
Pikes Peak fn the Tall of thes year”™ Frank
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said. “They thought at that time maybs
thisy colikd Break the recard, But it dicn’t
turn cut that way. Of course, Bobiny was
really Exsy o fhat teroe with bis incly cars
and evenything, sa he recommended that
Thuy Rl Frank and Nick Santsorn and |
take that over”

Fer Frank, it was & ppeling info tha
factony that bocsted him into the top tier
ol cormpations. Frank bull bwo Toronados
for Pifoeds Pk in 1965, and MNick Sanborm
won the class thet yearin one of them. In
1967 Frank kit a Foronado Tor himssal o
drve. and finished second after sputtering
ot of g in th Jasst mide. In 1968, Frank
fad & hand in three Toronados, and they
finished 1-2-3, with Nick Sanbam firs,
Frank second and Bob Fiing third. And
Thuar thene s our besstune-Car, & 69, thil
ran in the 1869, '70-and "7 Hillclimba,
Including Framks win In 1870 *1hink we
Faxcd 10 iflenent cans oer thal parod of
fime." he e=id,

“1 had Olclamobile sponsarship for
26 years. They used to help ws & kot with
anginearing, Like thes car (the "65), thoy
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built the maotor and Hydra-Sdatic: bailt
thie transmissian Tor 1," b Said, "Thy
buili a final drive for this with 5.12:1

gearing, They had to make those gears,
which was quite a process. | think at the
time thiey cost about 20,000 agiece ko
make those gears, because | thenk they
oy Friache v Sebs of thern, Someathing
like that.™

O coourse, ghwain e Hrmes, i was a
guiet kind of sponsorehip. "That was
gt the time GM was supposad to be
coamiplately cut ol racing, bBut this was
kind of all done throwgh (Oldsmobiée)
Engineering,.” Frank said, “We didn'l
really get much money in those days from
Ervzen, Bl wer'dd gt okt of parts; we'd gl
the cars and = kot of things like that. And
thisn this geod thing abodt hiavang 1
8= & sponsar, 8l of the tre companies
wanted to heip, be Involved — A, all
the other divisions wanted to be in it
We ended up getiing & lot of support
that W™

T 455ci V-8 in the &3 Toronado was
Bt with the standard bors and stroke,
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but was boéstered with titanium valvas,
Carrilka rocks and Venalia pestons. Hockr
custom-built a est of headers for thecar.

Joss Morcdaha worked over tha heacds for
the engine, which delivered a pot-baolling
14,51 compressian ralio; "Pikes Peak,
wyol n=ed all the compression youw can get
Decwmse the air 1550 thin,” Frank aid,

There were other factory goodies.
"Qldsmabile had same e prarinmen tal
AlurmEnum drumis,” e said, “We used
thoge in there with sintersd metallic
finings. That also has a giant radiator
It's really hard fo cood cars &t Pikes Peals
becxmse the air s 5o thin.™

Frank says that in that winning year,
e Stock Car chass wes will populated
with factory-favored entrents; and that
Iy s FLINNING Aawst 4270 Fords, 454
Chewys and 426 Hami Plymouths. As
Frank recalls I, his winming tme was n
e 14.56 range — “Which wasn't a real
good time for that particuler year” he
Said, "On e way up, abaut fve miles
up the road - Pikes Peak is 124 miles
= it & Bilg rack and broks ihe shifter

ar the transmission and i was Siuck n
gacond gear. 5o | couldn't really go as
fast on the straghtavays as you would
have liked to. Then itwes kind of sluggish
caming off the tums, not being able to
use low gear. But Pikea Peak, being like
s, averybody slse hisd a8 much froutsle,
o miare trocble, than | did, | guess.™

Tio tathew achiantage of the Toronado's
strengths required & changs in driving
Sty =Ty were feslly 2 fest cto drive,”
Fraark s, "1 was cudbe o b3 ciffenent thae
a rear-wheel-drive car, because g rear-
wetveral-clrve car cn ciet, nommsally i you gt
In trouble, you can just et off. and the car
will straicghten out, But with thess, I you
ghartad getting In trouble you had to stand
e [ 1o b e front wiheels spinning. If
you ever ist them siar to slide, then you're
cpcsrarin o Y e po Tor sire. S0 it ook a
fitthe while to change your way of driving.
Wi o cped i e, Yo immediataly
st b bt ot dhix Rrcatthe, and with these
you have to just stand on it."

After the TorGnado vwas ratired in
1871, it =&t in storage for decades.
Frank, of course, comtinged racing othes
Didsmobdes. A 1971 4-4-2 followed the
Taronacdo, ather which came a 1973 Oids
Ommega, which Frank reced untd 1877,
The O died a spectaculiar ceath thit
year gt the Fall Tefler Cowrtry Hillclimb
# Cripple Creek, when a busted be rod
aent the car flipping end-over-end at
120 mph, rght &t the finish ine. In 1878
Frank switchaed io the Cutlass bodystide,
runnimg several different cars wall info
i ‘Bls, Hes cars arrlved at the Peak
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WALL OF FAME: Frank Petarson today,
ilAGluring

inded by pho
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tall of Fame ir
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i Tamily i

ava & father and two eone race

Cars ang racks entefeda in

Hilkzkmb from 12658 o 1886

shivw-fiadhy, and Hii won Somadnal " Best-
Appearing Car and Crew” awarde. By
this time, Frank and Kaye's Iwo sons,
Brett and Rob, were heavity imalved in
the construction of the cars, as poefty
much all the engine bullding, chasss
consinuction, paint and bodywork was
chcaris if-hiouse,

The family’s operstion bacame even
mare ambitious in 1986, when Frank
decided to build an all-whesl-drive Cids
tor the Pro Rally Class. Oidsmobile was
heavily invobved in the build of this car.
Saginaw Dhvision buill the drive axles,
drive shafts, and some inboard-mounted
bralen parts, Mol arn Bl am Indy-shde
GM B for the car, which was mounied
in the rear, and Frank incorporated
miagresiim “guick change” differential
hossings, &5 ussd on Indycars. The car
used a Keviar Dody shed. That Olds was
raced through the 19849 ssason, and was
faatuned in several national magazines,
aswell a3 baeing displeyed at the Ganeral
Motors provieg ground, and the SERMA
show. Today the Petersons still own it
an it will 531 et 1o e Toronada in the
new garage the coupée is bulding,

And as for the Toronado? |t sat
largely unmoved since the 19705, until
being given fresh paint and stripaa in
2009, Gary Riley and Marvin Galaraith
from Level One Restoration painted the
car, with the lstterng handled by Joe
Broxterman of Speedway Graphics in
Darvwer, It waas put on display at the 2009
Olgamobile Matonals, whers it was the
talk of the: show,

Remarkabby, Frank says that after
all that tme, the engine started and ram
with no ceaima, the transmission worked
fine, and the powsr steering operated
as il ne time had passed, Hey, if & car
can conguer the mowntain, it can suraky
hanches a few decades of slumber. W

MUSCLECAR ERTRUSIAST L]

" %e " %( " %)



